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Background to Somerset Pathfinder
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Somerset Pathfinder

® Led by Somerset County Council on behalf of partner
organisations
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Brean and Berrogy

Porlock Weir
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Pathfinder in Practice:

Porlock Weir, Steart, Brean and
Berrow
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Challenges for adaptation: Porlock Welr

® Located within Exmoor National Park
® Designated as a Built Conservation Area

® Part of Porlock Manor Estate
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What we did: Porlock Welir
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PORLOCK NEWS

The future for
Porlock Weir

Four years ago the North
Somerset and Devon Shoreline
Management Plan was updated.

This sat out how the cosst incleding Padock Wesr was
to ba managed awer the et 100 years, The adopted
pelicy for Padeck Wer is ‘Mo Active Intaresantion’, which
mears that no govermment money from either the
Envimnment Agency or Local Aullvenlies will be invested

I flaed defenees for this section of the coasl. As a result,

catending Podack Wair from coastal flocding (s up to
privati landownars and local msidants.

John Buttvant from tha Ervironment Agency sddod
“Just bocarse there will be no oapital investmant n
defences does nat mean that nothing can be dane o help
Parlock Weir during limes of flocding. For cxample, an
Emergency Acton Plan, like the one devised by reaidents
witl Somerset County Council and West Somersel
Distict Council for Pordack village, can wastly redice tha
dumage and dsniption caused by a flosd. We also offar
a flond waming service called 'Fleoding” that residents
in flood-prone areas can sign up 6.

Postock Weir is quite unisual in being almesl enbrely
ewtved by Porock Manor Estate, with the propertss in
the village being rered b local residents, Iraders and
touriats,

In responsa o the ecent flcods. Mark Blashwayt of
Parlock Manor Estate said “This is a big blow to tha
Estate and to Podeok Weir and | am trying to assass
whal the coste will be to get il back bo a position when
Ilt‘f:'em once agan be the jewsl on the Somernsal coasl

dosrsagie i much leaa whare | bad sloady taken
sleps to make buildings mom Bood melient by changes
to floors and alectrical fittings in particular, One cottage
hias mast of its living accommedation on the first ficar

and thiz is almost back b normal alresdy”

There will be many peophe thinking about sdapting in
Hhe Pt b cheriad wolth Ircresaalng sk, Everyorns we
apoke bo i ceterningd to ke aua Porock Wil reburms
to its posdtion as ane of the favodrite havens of reaation
i tha West Countne i
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From our Science
Correspondent

W The complex low progsurs syete s bhal codesd the wids sosls
damage scruns Someret.

The storm on
Whadnesday night that
calesd guch devastation
In Parock Wair and many
cormmmities on e
Somerset coasdling,
followsed a pattern which
hias becorme mroee freguent
I el wasrs . A coimples
| pressBU e SYSTET MO ing
indn Iraland devaloped a
sacondary low ta the south,
which maoved from tho south
woas| up the Brasiol Channel.
The pressurs chaet Tor 10
o e Sth Fabriary fe :
shovam sliove.

Low simosphanc
PSS avsas lida |eusls
to risa abova those
pradizted by the posiion of
the mean and planets and
Wedneaday nighl's tide
suingadl by over & witrs
i the levid shown in the
ticka tabias for West
Samersel, The trach of the
deprassion meant that
winecis which had been from
the east kor most of the day,

eyt o il norih-west
anid mached gale loros elght
Lo el ensaring.

The combmation of &
s ida with onshors
pales is ara which tests tha
strangest of sea defences
and natural shingle ridges
sipch a3 those in Podock
Biary are particilary
vishierabla fo svarioeping
and damaga in this typa of
ervand.

Whilst there can be ho
caarainty thal The stonm) was
& reellt e climate change,

It = antirely conzlatant with
the predictions of nsing sea
laveds and meraasing
storminess. Tha tida an tha
Ind of Februany was tha
haghest predicted for 2074
v bl Iy safred e dnd
e Ftion oocirmed tha,
the affacts ha.m Ty
B worss. 5ol

penarally agres um sR4
|awrals wil nase by at haast
Ddrm by 21060 and this will
increase risks further

Reporter Paul Jones

Porlock Weir hit by
massive storm on
Wednesday night

Eheat Brings thousancts ol
Founls to Pordock Wi sach
swoear bumesd mlo @ scene of
devastalion an Wednosday
night. A stom suge

The iehylic: coaatal setling

corcicad with Tegh tices
and gale loms winds (o
cause Baoding and savens
damaga which has driven
local pasple fram their
homas
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Area flooded on 5th February '

Shingle movement
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Working with the community

® Three drop-in sessions

® Produced an
Adaptation Action Plan

® Specific actions
identified by the
community

® Flood Action Group
®* Flood Resilience Kit
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Challenges for adaptation: Steart

® Fragile sea defences and sea level rise

® Properties at Steart village and Stockland Bristol will
become increasingly at risk of flooding.
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What we did: Steart

e Full time Communications
Officer

« Community sub-group

e Education programme with
Otterhampton Primary School




Challenges for adaptation: Brean & Berrow

® |ocated within extensive flood plain
® Narrow service roads, many summer visitors

® Dune management undermined
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What we did: Brean and Berrow

® Dune monitoring January 2011

® Funding sand fencing/dune
restoration

® National Trust Coastal
Change at Brean Down cafe

June 2011

® Visit to other dune
restoration project




Working with the community:
1. Encouraging involvement

[iscover &
mersel Coagy

wilh

Derek Purvis
Fisherman and
Uacal Historian
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WWW. somersetcoastalchanqe orq uk
Coastal Change

Homg About the project Consultation Events Gallenes Coastal Change Forum Contact Us

Coastline: A Biograph

Explore & contribute to the
history of coastal change i
wmerset from the Ice Agl

]

19140 Great Storm
The west coast of the UK i=
strick by a-devestating

mFmerm Mamss memete] R0

Discover how the coastline
we know today has changed
dramatically over the
centurnies, and continues to
change.

Somerset Coastal
Coa: Change on Facebook

322 people

Welcome to Somerset Coastal Change Pathfinde

The Somerset Coastal Change
Pathfinder is @ community-led project
to help areas most affected by rising
sea levels.

The project aims to raise awareness
of key issues around coastal change,
and to give advice on how you can
adapt to the changing environment.

Most of all we want to hear from you
about your experiences of coastal

change and answer amy guestions vou may have.

series of consultation events are being held in and
greas of Porlock Weir, Steart and Brean and Bermmow an
ive your input at these events 3

g, -
Somerset™ anging Coast from Kevin Redpath.

website.




Social Media

Training on Facebook, flickr, Twitter
Somerset Coast on Twitter 300+ followers
Porlock Visitor Centre now on Twitter

Berrow Conservation Group started their own blog
www.berrowconservationgroup.wordpress.com

Otterhampton Primary School video -
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm3ShveVMR4

SOMERSET




Rebecca Seaman —
rseaman@somerset.gov.uk
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