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Background to Somerset Pathfinder



Somerset Pathfinder
• Led by Somerset County Council on behalf of partner 

organisations



Porlock Weir
Steart

Brean and Berrow



Pathfinder in Practice: 
Porlock Weir, Steart, Brean and 

Berrow



Challenges for adaptation: Porlock Weir

• Located within Exmoor National Park

• Designated as a Built Conservation Area

• Part of Porlock Manor Estate



What we did: Porlock Weir 





Working with the community 

• Three drop-in sessions
• Produced an 

Adaptation Action Plan
• Specific actions 

identified by the 
community

• Flood Action Group
• Flood Resilience Kit 



Challenges for adaptation: Steart

• Fragile sea defences and sea level rise
• Properties at Steart village and Stockland Bristol will 

become increasingly at risk of flooding.



• Full time Communications   
Officer 

• Community sub-group 

• Education programme with   
Otterhampton Primary School

What we did: Steart



Challenges for adaptation: Brean & Berrow

• Located within extensive flood plain

• Narrow service roads, many summer visitors

• Dune management undermined 



• Dune monitoring 

• Funding sand fencing/dune 
restoration

• National Trust Coastal 
Change at Brean Down café

• Visit to other dune 
restoration project

What we did: Brean and Berrow

January 2011

June 2011



Working with the community: 
1. Encouraging involvement



www.somersetcoastalchange.org.uk



Social Media 
• Training on Facebook, flickr, Twitter 

• Somerset Coast on Twitter 300+ followers 

• Porlock Visitor Centre now on Twitter 

• Berrow Conservation Group started their own blog
www.berrowconservationgroup.wordpress.com

• Otterhampton Primary School video -
www.youtube.com/watch?v=sm3ShveVMR4



Rebecca Seaman –
rseaman@somerset.gov.uk

www.somersetcoastalchange.org.uk
www.somersetcoast.wordpress.com


